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An Ode, On the Death of Mr. Henry Purcell
by John Dryden

Mark how the Lark and Linnet Sing,
With rival Notes

They strain their warbling Throats,
To welcome in the Spring.
But in the close of Night,

When Philomel begins her Heavõnly lay,
They cease their mutual spite,

Drink in her Music with delight,
And listõning and silent, and silent and listõning, 

And listõning and silent obey.

So ceasõd the rival Crew when Purcell came,
They Sung no more, or only Sung his Fame.

Struck dumb they all admirõd the God-like Man,
The God-like Man,

Alas, too soon retirõd, As He too late began.
We beg not Hell, our Orpheus to restore,

Had He been there, Their Sovereignõs fear 
Had sent Him back before.

The powõr of Harmony too well they know,
He long eõer this had Tunõd their jarring Sphere,

And left no Hell below.

The Heavõnly Choir, who heard his Notes from high,
Let down the Scale of Music from the Sky:

They handed him along,
And all the way He taught, and all the way they Sung.

Ye Brethren of the Lyre, and tuneful Voice,
Lament his Lot: but at your own rejoice.

Now live secure and linger out your days,
The Gods are pleasõd alone with Purcellõs Lays,

Nor know to mend their Choice.



Siona Stockel was awarded her Postgraduate 
Diploma in vocal performance from the Royal 
College of Music, London, where she studied with 
Nancy Argenta and Ashley Stafford. She has won a 
number of awards for her singing including a Laura 
Ashley Foundation Scholarship for postgraduate 
study, the Elias Vocal Scholarship for Sopranos 
and the R A Redman prize for Song Interpretation. 
Siona now appears regularly as a concert soloist 
with many renowned professional ensembles 
including the London Mozart Players, I Fagiolini, 
Sonnerie and Mercurius Company.   On the concert 
platform, highlights thus far include performing the 
role of ôQuiveraõ in a staged spectacular of Purcellõs 
music with the Mercurius Company at Cadogan 
Hall, London, Handelõs solo cantatas Alpestre 
Monte and Delirio Amoroso in the London Handel 
Festival, touring with Baroque trumpeter Crispian 
Steele-Perkins and the Welsh Baroque Orchestra 
performing Bachõs cantata Jauchzet Gott and 

performing Handel cantatas with the Paddock Company and Baroque Violinist Monica Huggett. 
Operatic appearances include the roles of ôGalateaõ in Handelõs Acis and Galatea, and ôCalliopeõ 
in Handelõs Alceste in the Aestas Musica Festival in Varazdin, Croatia with Laurence Cummings, 
ôDafneõ in Handelõs Apollo e Dafne at St Martinõs in the þ eld, London, with Maggie Faultless, 
and  ôBelindaõ in Purcellõs Dido and Aeneas in the Corsley Festival. Future engagements include 
various oratorio performances around the country including Purcellõs King Arthur, Bachõs Mass 
in B minor and Christmas Oratorio and Mozartõs Mass in C Minor.  Next year Siona and her 
husband, Counter-tenor Stephen Harvey, are to tour with performances of their duet programme 
ôSongs of Passionõ and Siona will be repeating performances of Purcellõs ôDance of the Heartsõ 
with Mercurius throughout the UK and abroad.
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